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Time to Start Dusting off the Gear!!!!
Roll practice has been moved to Mondays at
the West side YMCA at 8:30 to 10:00pm. Maryville is closed till fall due to renovations.

A classic
Neely cartoon to think
about for
canoe school.

A great bonfire at
Chota school.

Whitewater Trip Cruisemaster: Christy Stafford 865-2566849
April/May/June Whitewater Cruisemaster : Christy Stafford cstaffor@mc.utmck.edu
- 865-256-6849
Date
April 7-8

April 21

May 5

June 22-24

River

Coordinator

Phone

Tallulah/Sect 4 Chatooga (IV+)

Doug Klaras
footer40mph@msn.com

(865) 806-8264

Tellico (or similar) (III)

Randy Bigbee
rbigbee@bellsouth.net

(865) 588-4249

Cheoah (IV+)

Canoe School

Doug Klaras
footer40mph@msn.com
Mary Ann Grell
magrell@yahoo.com

July 14

Cheoah (IV+)

Pigeon (III)

Doug Klaras
footer40mph@msn.com
Christy Stafford
cstaffor@mc.utmck.edu

Nantahala Overnighter
(II+)

Doug Klaras
footer40mph@msn.com

(865) 806-8264

865-207-6250

(865) 806-8264

(865) 256-6849

(865) 806-8264

Whitewater trips are often put together or changed last minute. This is often the result of water levels
changing. It is best to call the tripmaster at least a day ahead. Trips have been known to get cancelled if
it appears no one will show or there is no water.
Send either of the Trip Cruisemasters ( Christy Stafford, Doug Johnstone) a note if there is something
you would like to lead or to see lead.
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your rack system will fit it

you paid more for a roof-rack for the boat than
you spent for anniversary presents.

Dress/Appearance
A dress shirt and tie no longer bother you, because they're looser than a dry suit neck gasket.

You've never setup a tent when it's light out.

The smell of old polypro doesn't bother you.

August Whitewater Cruisemaster : David Benton dbenton@charter.net - 865-9663934
Aug 18-19

You might be a boater if . . .
On the Road
Your boat is worth more than your car.

You keep a tide chart in your car.

July Whitewater Cruisemaster : MaryAnn Grell magrell@yahoo.com - 865-207-6250
July 7

List of Paddling Quotes

Eddies & Inlets

The idea of a 15k mile per year car lease seems
ridiculous.
Your only considerations when buying a car are
ground clearance, and the size of the rain gutters.
You build a 2 car garage addition and you still
can't park your car inside.
You maneuver your car on five-lane streets by
eddying out behind trucks and making S-moves
in the left turn lane. And you lean into the turns
Driving 800 miles for a weekend paddle doesn't
seem strange to you.
You scout every river, stream, and little rivelet of
water from your car while driving past and can't
drive over a bridge without looking for water
under it.
If you live in a town with a river running through
it, you give street directions with descriptions like
"upstream of the ..." or "two blocks down on
river left ..."
You choose a new car based on whether or not
Spring

You've stopped worrying at all about getting undressed in public.
You have a bathing suit that's wet from March to
October.
You often find yourself responding "What
smell?"
You leave your glasses strap on at night.
Your dog loves to roll in your pile of paddling
clothes.
You're all dressed up and don't notice that you're
being rained on.
You ask the clerk at Tom McCann how well
these wing tips hold up to immersion.
Even in the dead of winter, you never actually
lose the PFD tan lines...
You freely discuss how much you and others
weigh, and don't feel self-conscious about it (or
about asking others how much they weigh).
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Club Officers

Touring Trip Cruisemaster: Doug Johnstone - 865-671-7448

President

Tisha Benton

865-966-3934

tbenton@charter.net

Vice President

David Mann

865-671-7448

damann-1@msn.com

School Director

MaryAnn Grell

865-207-6250

mgrell@utk.edu

Newsletter Editor

Aaron Hiscock

865-742-7245

whitewater4200@gmail.com

Treasurer and Conservation

James Locke

865-742-2158

jtlocke@charter.net

Safety

David Howard

865-803-2004

drhoward5@bellsouth.net

April Touring Cruisemaster : Doug Johnstone canoeone@chartertn.net - 865-9663391, cell: 865-804-5240
Date

Whitewater Trip Chair

Christy Stafford

865-256-6849

CStaffor@mc.utmck.edu

Touring Trip Chair

Doug Johnstone

865-966-3391

canoeone@chartertn.net

Secretary

Doug Klaras

865-806-8264

footer40mph@msn.com

Member at Large

Sam Jones

865-607-0062

sam@bootbay.com

Webmaster

Russell deCastongrene

865-966-5918

RusselldeC@CharterTN.net

River

Coordinator

Phone

Apr 7

Norris Lake

Karen Catlett Kcatlett@utk.edu

865-919-7963

Apr 8

Chilhowee Lake

Karen Catlett Kcatlett@utk.edu

865-919-7963

Apr 14

Boone Lake “South Hol- Doug Johnstone canoeone@chartertn.net
ston/Watuaga

Apr 22

Earth Day Paddle .

Karen Catlett Kcatlett@utk.edu

865-919-7963

Apr 28

Exploratory Trip “The
Secret Spot”

Doug Johnstone canoeone@chartertn.net

865-966-3391
cell: 865-804-5240

Charleston Paddling
Symposium “James Island County

Doug Johnstone canoeone@chartertn.net

865-966-3391
cell: 865-804-5240

865-966-3391
cell: 865-804-5240

Long Distance Trips

Want Ads
canoe trailer for sale. storage box. bearing buddies. spare tire. pics available. email at
rpphoto5@comcast.net. prefer not to ship! $425.00

Apr 20 - 23

It is best to call the tripmaster at least a day ahead. Trips have been known to get cancelled if it appears
no one will show.
Send either of the Trip Cruisemasters ( Christy Stafford, Doug Johnstone) a note if there is something
you would like to lead or to see lead.
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Touring Trip Cruisemaster: Doug Johnstone - 865-671-7448
May Touring Cruisemaster : Karen Catlett kcatlett@utk.edu - 865-919-7963
PADDLE to the GRILL
Paddle to the Grill
– Thursday Nights Start
in May
May 2
May 5

May 12

Jack Graham
bikrsall@chartertn.net

865-675-6545

Melton Lake “Full
Moon”

Karen Catlett Kcatlett@utk.edu

865-919-7963

Watuaga Lake

Doug Johnstone canoeone@chartertn.net

865-966-3391
cell: 865-804-5240

Knoxville Legacy Parks
Chota Booth Volunteer
Doug Johnstone caand pickup paddle afternoeone@chartertn.net
wards

865-966-3391
cell: 865-804-5240

May 19

Douglas Lake “Over the
Karen Catlett KcatHill” Grill out and padlett@utk.edu
dle

865-919-7963

May 20

Nolichucky River near
Morristown

Gary Speer
garyspeer@gmail.com

865-604-2324

May 27

Calderwood Lake.
“CookOut”

Sharon Cogburn onehap865-966-9218
pidog@aol.com

Long Distance Trips

Aug 23 thru Sep 2

Information from Companies with an interest in Chota
Paddling Courses and Tours at
Canyon Creek Resort and Outdoor Education Centre
Smithers, British Columbia
The Bulkely/Skeena watershed near Smithers, B.C. is well known for the variety and wilderness
quality of its many scenic rivers and lakes. Yet, the wealth of opportunities offered to paddlers by this
area is just now being discovered.
To make it easy for canoers and kayakers to enjoy the area=s waters and incredible natural
beauty, the owners of Canyon Creek Resort and Outdoor Education Centre offer all-inclusive packages
providing lodge-based, week-long courses and tours from their location just outside Smithers. Canyon
Creek encourages group use of the facility and will work with any organization to design trips for its
members. Individuals who do not come as a group are welcome to sign up for one of the scheduled
courses or tours appearing on the website at www.canyoncreekbritishcolumbia.com . You can easily get
to the area by air from Vancouver, or by road from the Yellowhead (Trans-Canada) Highway.
Canyon Creek would like to establish a cooperative relationship with groups and other organizations devoted to outdoor recreation and protection of the environment. The aim is to provide a comfortable and affordable location where people at all levels of ability can enjoy the outdoors, learn new
skills and deepen their commitment to preserving the environment.
You can learn more about Canyon Creek by visiting their website or by contacting them by email at info@canyoncreekbritishcolumbia.com or by phone (toll free) (888) 847-4349.

Here is a coupon for Elliott’s here in Knoxville. This
coupon is for all Chota members and anyone who
gets the newsletter. This discount was brought
about by the hard work of our member at large Sam
Jones.

Fall week of sea kayaking and camping in the
North

It is best to call the tripmaster at least a day ahead. Trips have been known to get cancelled if it appears
no one will show.
Send either of the Trip Cruisemasters ( Christy Stafford, Doug Johnstone) a note if there is something
you would like to lead or to see lead.
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lenging bad permits and bringing in national media and the EPA.

President’s Letter

Anything less than a river as clean downstream of the mill as it is upstream is a massive public subsidy of
a company that's failed to pay its "water bill." The Canton mill has never come close to reaching a 1985
color standard set by EPA, but N.C. officials have continued to grant exemptions from state water quality standards. Blue Ridge Paper must be brought into compliance now with measurable color and temperature standards. And Blue Ridge still releases toxic dioxins to the air, along with nearly 2.5 million
pounds of other toxic chemicals.

I hope to see you at the next meeting on Thursday, April 12. It will be held at Cozymel’s across from
West Town Mall at 6:30 p.m. in their back room. After the business is discussed, we’ll have CPR and
basic first aid training. The cost is $29 (can’t beat that) and it should take approximately three hours.
Anyone interested should contact David Mann at damann-1@msn.com or 671-7448 so we can be sure
to have enough materials to go around.

A coalition of downstream residents and environmental groups is ready to use the hard lessons they've
learned to finally collect what is simply the public's right -- fishable, "swimmable" water and safe, breathable air.

Information from Companies with an interest in Chota
Thought some of your members might be interested in joining us in WV for our Webster Wildwater
Weekend River Festival. Would you put some this information on your site somewhere?
Thanks,
Geary Weir
The 2007 Webster Wildwater Weekend River Festival will take place March 31 & April 1, 2007 in Webster County, WV. Events include a downriver race and slalom race on Saturday and fun floats on area
rivers on Sunday. Camp Caesar (304-226-3888) will again be the site of the after-race party Saturday evening...where paddlers and friends can enjoy live music, race videos and more around a blazing, indoor
bonfire. The
downriver race features plenty of whitewater action on the class II-III Elk River. This fun river with
almost continuous rapids is a great run for experienced paddlers, but with plenty of safety boaters on
hand,
novices will enjoy competing as well. Trophies are awarded in several categories and dozens of prizes are
given away. For additional information call 304 847-5449 or 304 847-7653 (evenings); send us an
email at wcda@websterwv.com <mailto:wcda@websterwv.com> or visit our web site:
www.websterwv.com/whitewater.html <http://www.websterwv.com/whitewater.html>
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This year is shaping up to be a busy one for Chota and I’m glad I’m going to get to be a part of it. It’s
been great spending time with old friends (most of whom who have fished me out of one river or another) and meeting new ones. The “Thank God It’s Over” Holiday Party in January was a blast, and
David Mann took the top prize at the February Chili Cook-off. (I’ll get him next year!) The March 8th
meeting at Barley’s featured Chuck Estes with the slides and stories of his Colorado River trip. Polar
Bear Weekend was a warm blast March 23-25 at the Tellico. Thanks to Doug Klaras for arranging the
cabin and organizing! Check out the main page of the Chota Web site for upcoming events throughout
the year and links to more information. We want to see you!
The Executive Committee had a marathon meeting in January to talk about 2007. We combed through
the Chota Constitution and Bylaws (always a good time) and proposed changes to update that document
that were voted in at the March meeting. You can find more details in this newsletter. We also talked
about an opportunity on May 12 to a booth at the Legacy Parks Foundation GO EXPO, which will
showcase everything there is to do in our own “backyard.” The GO EXPO will be all day at Victor
Ashe park, so come on out. Paddling is, of course, an important pastime. It’ll be a great way to get the
word out about our club.
Canoe School in June will be here before we know it, and MaryAnn’s on top of it. I think we’ll have a
good turnout, and that means we need volunteer instructors and lots of them so we need your help.
We’ll talk about this more at the April 12 meeting. David Howard’s safety clinic is always a summer
highlight and we also talked about possible projects on the conservation front. James has already dedicated time to helping with a Tellico River cleanup and we’ll be talking about more ideas as we go, so if
you have some, please share them.
Starting in April, the club will offer roll practice at the YMCA aquatic center across from West Town
Mall on Mondays beginning at 8:30. The cost is $5 to cover use of the facility and lifeguards. Club
membership voted at the last meeting to try it out for 90-days to see if people are interested in this new
time and place, so if you are come join us in the pool! Another opportunity that I’m particularly excited
about is a potential youth kayaking program in partnership with the YMCA. David Mann has been talking to the Y about the possibility of the program and they’re all for it.
Our Trip Chairs are doing a great job lining up trips and trip coordinators for the year. If you want to
lead a trip, or if you’re looking to join a trip and have questions, drop Doug Johnstone (Touring) and
Christy Stafford (Whitewater) a line or log onto the Web site and check out the calendar. Don’t forget,
Page 5
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the Listserv is a great way to find out about trips folks are putting together last minute, too.
Speaking of the Web site, Russell just takes care of business, which helps us all know what’s going on
and most importantly, helps us get in touch with each other and get on the water.
Aaron’s going gangbusters on the newsletter and there is a club brochure in the works, too. But the
newsletter doesn’t write itself, right Aaron?!? We need your help, so send in those trip reports, interesting articles and crazy stories of adventure!
That’s a small sampling and doesn’t fully represent everyone on the Executive Committee and what they
are doing, but the bottom line is your Executive Committee is working hard. There’s a lot lined up, and
more on the way and we want to hear your ideas. We’re looking forward to a good year – and the next
good rain!
Tisha Benton

Hope Taylor-Guevara and Anna Slagle responding to a Jan. 16 editorial, "A return to health":
Hidden below a mountain of unfounded praise for the condition of the Pigeon River is a small germ of
real good news: Dioxin levels detected in fish have now declined to levels that the N.C. health director
has determined are below the need for an "advisory." That's a long-term decline resulting from process
changes made almost 20 years ago by the Canton Mill's previous owner, Champion International. The
gradual covering of dioxin-laced river sediments has probably helped, too.
But when Health Director Leah Devlin said it's time to "close the books" on this "environmental victory," we hope she didn't mean she believes all's well with the Pigeon River. The mill's current owner,
Blue Ridge Paper Products, still dumps more than 110,000 pounds of toxic chemicals into the river each
year. And progress in cleaning up the discolored river has almost completely stalled for the last five
years.
We don't think many folks will be eager to eat fish from the river below the Canton Mill. When cooked,
fish caught downstream of the mill have been known to exude a characteristic paper mill odor -- not
exactly appetizing.

Just remember that if you go to a
club party and you see these members
you might need to run away as fast as
you can.

The Information on the changes to the Bylaws for the Club
The Chota Executive Committee met in January and reviewed the club constitution and bylaws, which
were last updated in 2001. The committee proposed and the membership present at the March 8 meeting approved changes to update the document so that it better reflects the current operation of the club.
You can check out all of the changes at: http://www.discoveret.org/chota/
chota_const_changes2007.pdf.
In general, the changes add another trip chairperson, so both whitewater and touring are formally represented; allow for one person to hold two offices if it is so voted by club membership; establishes a club
fiscal year of July 1 – June 30 with dues due at the beginning of the fiscal year (which is conveniently
right after canoe school); and more officially aligns the officer’s duties to reflect the responsibilities those
positions have undertaken over the years.
The constitution and bylaws require the changes to be voted on by the club membership, as it should be.
So please log on and take a look and we’ll be happy to answer any questions anyone may have. Feel free
to drop Tisha Benton a line at tbenton@charter.net or David Mann at damann-1@msn.com.
Spring

FOR THE RECORD Pigeon River still polluted No `environmental victory'
until N.C., EPA demand more cleanup (This Article came from the Charlotte Observer 2-16-07)
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Like many in western North Carolina, we feared losing over 1,000 jobs if Champion closed the Canton
Mill as threatened in 1997. When workers told us they believed they could make a profit and be good
environmental stewards, we wanted to believe them. We supported the 1999 "buyout," hoping worker
governance would make a big difference. But only 40 percent of the mill ended up in the worker-owners'
hands. As is typical of any investor-owned operation, goals soon shifted away from any environmental
improvements not required by regulation.
Before the 2001 renewal of the mill's wastewater permit, a coalition of environmental groups engaged an
international mill expert to study the potential for improving the river's water quality by changing to oxygen- (instead of chlorine-) based bleaching and pulping. We were impressed by the opportunity found
for cleaner water and reduced operating costs. But the core part of the study, the part jointly financed by
the environmental groups and Blue Ridge Paper, was marginalized by N.C. regulators and grossly misrepresented by company officials. The result? Green-washing by company managers who listed our
groups as "community partners," a feeble 2001 wastewater permit, and essentially no progress in cleaning up the river.
It's downstream folks and activists who've made progress on the Pigeon over the decades, first by posting the river with dioxin warnings until North Carolina and Tennessee issued advisories, then by chalPage 19
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which looked nothing like what I remembered.
This was due to the drastic difference in water
levels from my previous trip down the BSF
(about 3,500 cfs difference). We all made it
through the big three without any real trouble.
Although David did try showing off by throwing
a stern squirt in the middle of Double Drop or at
least his boat did one. The last drop of the big
three was a long wave train where David was
paddling so hard he almost took flight off the
backside of wave. We took some time here to
play on the nice big wave that was provided.
Russell and I did most of the playing. We ran
into a few other paddlers who were taking advantage of the great weather and spending a day on
the BSF. We moved on down the river just eddy
hopping and playing are way down. Then I remembered why I haven’t been back to paddle the
BSF. The long stretches of flatwater, which
weren’t too bad. They give you a chance to sit
back and enjoy good company and great views of
the BSF gorge. As we paddled through one of
these flatwater sections we started to notice some
beaver activity. Then we noticed a beaver hole,
which was easy to spot since the area around the
beaver hole was lacking in bushes and other
natural foliage. There was a lot noticeable beaver
activity around the beaver hole such as downed
trees. David and I floated on past the beaver
hole as Russell paddled over to take a closer look
and picture of the beaver hole. The rest of the
trip was paddled as just read and run with quite a
bit of flatwater. Railroad was a little washed out,
but a good wavetrain was still there and fun to
just ride over sideways. As we came up to the
take-out you could almost just paddle right up on
to the footbridge down on the water. However,
I tried it and just barely missed making it up on
top of the bridge. From there it’s the same old
ending like every other paddling trip—change
into dry clothes and load up the car and head to
Page 18

the put-in to get other car. Then head back towards home and get a good meal and a welldeserved rest. It’s not often that you get to
spend a warm January Saturday on the river with
some great company. It’s days like those that
remind me why it’s great to be a paddler.

H
E
L
P
M
E!

Editor’s Eddy
By Aaron Hiscock
Well , I finally got it pieced together. This newsletter proved harder than most. With the lack
of water this past winter came a lack of trips for people to go paddling. I do want to extend a big hand
to Doug for always get me something to put in the newsletter. In this newsletter I have included the
canoe school info. This is because there won’t be another newsletter coming out before then since I
would like to send the next one out after so I can thoroughly embarrass everyone who was there. Now
that dam releases have started up I hope that I can get some more trip reports. As for the brochure project this is an attempt to raise canoe school membership. I’m really needing some short stories and
quotes from canoe school. If you have anything that you think will bring people in; a picture and good
story or anything that can go into a brochure I would be really grateful if you can get it to me. I really
have very little to try and put this brochure together and I would like some help from the club. The club
members are what make this club great. So let’s try and show why other people should come and see
what is great about Chota and paddle sports.

Team Kure

BEAVERS!!!!!
Check
out the
water
right
at
the
bridge
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Team Kure will be embarking upon their Mississippi River Expedition May 13, 2007 from Lake Itasca,
MN (Headwaters of the Mississippi River). The expedition team will paddle some 2,350 miles along the
river ending in the Gulf of Mexico. Media stops are planned in the following cities; Minneapolis/St.
Paul; Lake City, MN; St. Louis, MO; Memphis, TN; Tunica, MS; Vicksburg, MS; Natchez, MS; Baton
Rouge, LA; and New Orleans, LA. Team Kure will be making this expedition to raise the public awareness of children’s cancers and to raise funds that will be donated to help in the fight against children’s
cancers. Team Kure has a fundraising goal of $500,000; please support them in their fight against children’s cancer. The Team has no paid staff and the expedition is made possible by the generous support
of gear/product manufacturers and the team members themselves will pay trip expenses. Team members have all taken leave/vacation time away from their regular jobs. Their website that explains more
can be found at www.kayak4akure.org. Team Kure asks that this information be disseminated freely
with any organizations, municipalities, or individuals. Any municipality that wishes to support the team
in their endeavor is welcomed to contact the team with their intent. Fundraising gatherings or events are
most humbly suggested to help Team Kure achieve their fundraising goal. Paddle clubs and individuals
are welcome to paddle along with Team Kure for any stretch of river that they choose and should direct
their inquiries/paddling commitments to the team. Team Kure thanks you in advance for your support
of both their cause and the team. Any questions or comments should be directed to Louis Breckenridge
at louis@kayak4akure.com or by phone at 806-223-3914
Page
Page77
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The Beast Is Gone
By Doug Klaras
At last year’s GAF, I severed a relationship that I had with an old, reliable friend. I had
to get a calendar out to check the dates, and
when I did, I found that I had purchased “The
Beast” in January of 1990. I bought it from a
friend who had bought it from a friend that was
actually a pretty well known boater in his day,
Randy Womack. Not to be a name dropper, but
Randy and William Neely, the late, rather well
known, drug addicted, author of a couple very
popular illustrated paddling books, learned to
paddle together, primarily within the banks of
the Locust Fork and Mulberry Fork of the Warrior River, in Alabama. My friend wanted $125
for the boat, but it was on a weekend, and he
needed cash fast. I never asked why, but I have a
pretty good idea. I wasn’t really interested in
whitewater paddling at the time, but I knew there
was a small river near by, and that a neighbor of
mine went and paddled it regularly. I scrounged
up all the cash I could find, and for $75, I bought
the necessary piece of equipment that I needed
for what would become a 16-year passion.
It was an ugly thing. Other than ones that I have
seen wrapped around rocks and bridge pilings, it
was the most beat up open boat that to this date,
I have ever seen. Its original color was red, but
Randy, who was one of the first open boaters to
ever run the Suicide section of Little River Canyon, had painted it black to sorta hide the 20 lbs.
of Dev-Con that he had poured on it to fix the
holes. Randy was also a big Grateful Dead fan
and had put some Dead Head stickers on the
sides. Add liberal use of duct tape on the bow
and stern and the nickname of “The Beast” came
quite naturally. It’s the only boat that I ever
named, and to this day, I always paddle with
Page 8

A Great Day on the Big South Fork
some type of Grateful Dead memorabilia.
I learned WW in typical North Alabama; “hey
y’all watch this” fashion. The saddle even had a
beer can holder carved into it. I quickly became
carnage fodder for entertaining my neighbor and
his crew. Because of this, even though they were
all kayakers, they tolerated my company, and The
Beast being on their cars. I was pretty good at
giving them plenty of rescue and rope throwing
practice. Besides the ugliness, the running joke
on The Beast, and me, was that it had been down
so many of these rivers, so many times, it already
knew the lines. I pretty much just needed to sit
in The Beast and bail water. By the end of my
second year, I got good enough at bailing to
where The Beast and me had run the Ocoee a
few times.
At this point, I suggest that all dedicated open
boaters look away. As soon as I knew that I
would be a dedicated whitewater paddler, the
regular days on the water became few and far
between for The Beast. It was a combination of
swimming when the deck boaters just rolled,
pulling over and dumping water when the deck
boaters kept going, and lugging my 80+ lbs. of
duct tape and dev-con up the sides of river beds,
that simultaneously convinced me to get into
kayaking. Though The Beast stopped seeing
regular action, I did outfit it for tandem and have
since had some really memorable trips taking
friends down several runs. If you are one of
these friends, I hope you remember the fun
parts, and not all of the swimming parts.
The end came quickly. When I was getting the
The Beast ready for the GAF, my aging back,
and the creepiness of having to clean out the
Eddies & Inlets

By Aaron Hiscock
There are not many times in January
when you get to paddle and not really worry
about freezing your assets off before you get to
the take out. I came across one of these days
this past January. Now we can all thank El Nino
for the strange weather this past winter or at least
that’s what the weather channel tells us. Nonetheless I came across a forecast that simply said,
hey time to go paddle. So going into the week of
January the 6th I was watching the water level like
I always do when we get enough rain to give us
some water. I saw that the BSF and the French
Broad had come up to runable levels (BSF running around 4,000). I called up David Sellers and
asked if he wanted to take that shiny new boat of
his. Now, I thought that my S6 was a small boat
until I saw this tiny little thing. So David and I
met up at my place to figure out how we were
going to run shuttle. As we started to go ahead
and load boats on Russell deCastongrene gave
me a call and asked what we were going to paddle that day. I gave him the two options that
David and I had been going over between the
BSF and the French Broad. Since none of us
had run the BSF in a few years we all decided to
go run the BSF. So David and I finished loading
the boats and gear into just one car and headed
off to meet Russell.
We met up with Russell and all of us
tried to remember how to get to the put in and
take out. So Russell broke out the gazetteer and
we started looking over the roads. Well, since
none of us knew the way by heart and we weren’t
sure of exactly how to get there we decided that
it was the prefect choice to go paddle, and off we
went.
We found the take-out easily and started
getting into our cooler weather gear, and loaded
up the rest of the boats on David’s car. The putPage 17

in was pretty easy to find with a big sign that says
Burnt Mill Bridge on it. So with no more difficulties we made it to the put in, and proceeded
with getting the rest of our gear on. Got the gear
on and headed over to the river. I think that
David has seen “Deliverance” one to many times
and he got that come here and love me look.
There for a moment I thought I was Ned Betty,
but I refuse to “squeal like a pig.” So we
launched out into the river Russell and I in our
dry suits and David in so many layers of a wet
suit and polypro that he looked like the kid from
a “Christmas Story.” We cruised down the river
hitting little class one and two rapids. Russell
was catching a lot of little playspots and David
was just trying to get the feel for his new boat.
Now, since I’ve only run the BSF once before
this and when I did run it the level was way ,way
lower then it was on this day. I couldn’t even
begin to tell you the names of any of the rapids.
There was one nice one before the confluence
where Russell and I came through easily in our
high volume creek boats. However, David’s ride
through the rapid was a bit more interesting as
his boat made the decision to stern squirt
through the rapid without asking David first.
This was to set the standard for the rest of the
trip.
The trip continued normally as we made
it to the confluence and joined in with the Cumberland River. There were some nice wave trains
and nice holes in the rapid right at the confluence. As we came into the recovery section after
that rapid Russell was trying to make bets as to
when David would need to roll up due to the
amount on “hot dogging” that David’s boat was
doing (note it was not the amount of hog dogging that David was doing it was just the boat
doing it and David holding on for the ride). We
continued on down and came up to the big three
Eddies & Inlets

Whitewater Paddler’s Do’s and Don’ts Guide To Touring
By Doug Klaras
Many of you may recall the trip report that I did last month, covering my first ever overnight tour boating excursion to Fontana Lake. With 16 years of whitewater boating experience, I thought it would be
an interesting read to post what I learned over that weekend. So here is this WW Paddlers guide, in DO
and DON’T format, to touring:
DO:
Bring the creature comforts – packing your boat is half the fun, and watching you is very entertaining to the experienced tourers.
Borrow the prettiest boat you can – from what I can tell, the prettier the boat, the faster/
lighter/cooler/easier to control it is.
Go in pairs – you get to bring more creature comforts if you can share your tent, ice chest, etc.
Take boxed wine, and pull the bladder out for easy storage in your craft.
Make your first trip an overniter – with experienced tourers.
Take antacids and dramamine –if you need these, and don’t have them, you’re in for a long
weekend.
Take binoculars – everything is farther away than in whitewater.
Learn how to use those rudder thing-a-ma-jobs – they make it way easier to paddle in waves
and crossswinds.
Take along some portable hip pads – they’ll make you feel more at home in your boat and they
give you more power.
Roll – it will be the only thing that you do all weekend that will impress the experienced tourers.
DON’T’S:
Seal launch – touring kayaks do not pearl, they just fall over sideways.
Expect your boat to turn.
Expect your boat to go straight.
Expect touring to be easy – every inch that you travel, you earn through exercise and boat control.
Assume that you will not get wet – sprayskirts leak, 18’ boats are not that easy to get in and out
of, and s%$# happens.
Don’t Forgets:
sunscreen and protective eyewear
portable lawn chairs – a big improvement over backpacking
binoculars – everything is farther away than in whitewater
to look at the stars
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spiders convinced me that it would be better off
with someone that would use it more than me. I
had clearly gotten my $75 worth, so I decided to
give it away after a final run down the Nantahala.
With the pleasure of Mary Ann’s company, and
with us wearing Halloween costumes, The Beast
got us down the class II’s and through Lesser
Wesser without incident. It turns out that this
was a pretty tall order. After we finished, I tried
on the mask that Mary Ann was using to find out
she basically paddled the whole river, without the
luxury of having eyesight.
The recipient of The Beast was a lady who
worked at a pottery plant, from Leeds, Alabama.
Strangely she lives only a few miles from where I
did, when I first bought it. She overheard me
saying that I was giving it away at the put-in, and
then literally followed us down the river so that
she could get “first dibs” when we finished. She
had Grateful Dead stickers on her really old
pickup truck. I truly feel that The Beast has
found a better place to be.

Here’s one of the Beast in it’s prime

Just before Christmas, a package arrived for me,
from Leeds, AL. I opened it up to find a “dish”
like, bowl thingy, painted pea soup green, with a
very large chip out of the bottom. Mary Ann
and I put it out in the den.
Guess what we call it?

Seeing Doug and Mag come down
the river is scary but at least this
time they wore masks so as to not
scare the small children and animals.
Page 9
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Chota Canoe & Kayak School Information

CHOTA CANOE & KAYAK SCHOOL
JUNE 22-24, 2007

2007 Chota Canoe & Kayak School
When: June 22 – 24
Where: Hiwassee Outfitters Campground
Classes Offered:
Whitewater Kayak - Beginner, advanced beginner & intermediate
Touring Kayak – Beginner
Whitewater Canoe – Beginner solo & tandem
Registration Forms & Itinerary: Included in this newsletter & may be downloaded from website,
www.paddlechota.org
Pre-Registration Deadline: June 15th (late fee will apply thereafter)
Highlights: Catered dinner by Lou’s, auction and a bluegrass band Saturday night
Contact: Mary Ann Grell (865) 207-6250 or email mgrell@utk.edu
INSTRUCTORS AND SAFETY BOATERS NEEDED:
The agreed consensus is that the more instructors that we can get, the better the quality of a school we
can put on. Good instruction for early paddlers is a major key to getting people to stay involved in this
sport, so if you are an experienced paddle, and you want to give a little bit back to this sport, there is
nothing better that you can do than to volunteer to be an instructor or safety boater for our school.
Even if you are interested but a bit apprehensive because you have never instructed before, just contact
Mary Ann and she will be happy to talk with you about it.

EQUIPMENT RENTALS AVALAIBLE:
We will be offering students that do not have their own gear the option of renting it from the club for a
cost of $20. In addition to this fee, a $50 deposit is required which will be refunded on return of the
gear. We will be using the gear in the club’s fleet, but most likely, this will not be enough. So if anyone
is willing to loan out their extra gear, even if you cannot make it to the school, it would be much appreciated and everything will be promptly returned to you.
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED:
Get out there and find some good stuff for us to sell at the auction!!!
Hope to see you at this fun event

Please mail All Canoe School forms to :
Chota Canoe School
1617 Jagger Drive
Louisville, TN 37777
Page 10

ITINERARY

We will be operating out of Hiwassee Outfitters. Check out their web site http://
www.hiwasseeoutfitters.com/. Camping fee for 2 nights is $8.00/person. The
campground has a bathhouse with hot showers, a volleyball court, and small
store. There will be a catered dinner Sat. night @ $10.00 per person (salad, beef
or vegetarian lasagna, and dessert). Beer will be available also. Breakfast and
lunch will be on your own.
Thursday
Pre-school orientation and roll practice is being held June 21, at the Concorde
Hills Recreation Center Pool starting at 6:30 PM. Your attendance for this is appreciated, but not required. Directions are on the web site.
Friday:
5:00pm to 7:00pm Check-in
8:00pm General Meeting/Orientation
Student/Instructor meetings.
9:00pm Bonfire. (Everyone is invited. Beer will be available.)
Saturday:
8:00-9:00am Students and instructors meet.
Daytime schedules will vary by class
7:00pm Catered dinner (bring a chair)
8:00pm Auction, raffle, and entertainment begin.
Sunday:
8:00-9:00am Students and instructors meet.
Daytime schedules will vary by class

Eddies & Inlets
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(W)

Chota Canoe
Club

Kayak
Touring:

Solo

State

Age:

Tandem Canoe

Zip:

Gender:

Relationship:

Parent / Guardian Signature id student is under 18yrs.

Signa-

Date:
Date:

Release and Waiver of Liability
I understand that it is my responsibility to inform my instructor of any medical conditions prior to my instruction. I understand that canoeing and kayaking expose me to water hazards such as boulders, undercut rocks, trees, waterfalls,
hydraulics and other obstacles that could result in injury or illness in remote locations. I have no legal duty to assist
others, nor does anyone else have a legal duty to assist me. I know that there is always a possibility of unknown, uncontrollable dangers and/ or accidental injury or death. I alone am responsible for my safety when I choose to paddle
a particular river, and I willingly assume the risks described in this statement. I hereby release, waive and discharge
my right to sue "Chota Canoe Club" or its volunteers.

Minimum age is 12 yrs. Children under age 16 yrs must be accompanied by an adult.

Please list any paddling experience you have had (including previous schools/instruction, roll practice, rivers/lakes,

Kayak

E-Mail:

Weight:

Whitewater:

City:

Height:

$15.00

$10.00

$10.00

$8.00

$70.00

TOTAL

Chota Canoe School 1617 Jagger Drive Louisville,

GRAND TOTAL

Late Fee (after 6/15/07)

T-shirt

Dinner Sat . Night

2 Nights Camping @ HO

$50 check please)

Refundable Deposit (separate

Equipment Rental $20

Mail registration
to:

Check the class you are signing up for:

Phone:(H

Address:

Nam

Make
checks

(865) 207-6250

mgrell@utk.edu

Mary Ann Grell

Contact:

QUESTIONS??

No guarantee of class space if registering at sign-in

No refund for no-shows

COST

$10.00

$10.00

ACA Insurance

Refunds of 50% of total will be given prior to

OPTIONAL FEES

$20.00

$20.00

Chota Membership

June 15, 2007 will be assessed a $15 late fee

15-Jun-07

$40.00

$40.00

TOTAL

COST

Canoe/kayak School

REQUIRED FEES

Registrations received after

Late Fees and Refunds

Chota Canoe and Kayak School June 22-24, 2007 Registration Form

